Microsporum gypseum complex in man and animals.
Twenty-eight strains of the Microsporum gypseum complex isolated from humans and animals were studied. The perfect form was found for 25 of the isolates. Nannizzia incurvata was the species most frequently involved in human pathology, while Nannizzia gypsea was most frequently found on animal lesions. Nannizzia fulva was rarely involved pathologically and Nannizzia corniculata was not isolated during this study. It is surprising to note that this species was not found even though most of our strains (22/28) came from Africa. Reliable methods are not available for differentiating among the anamorphs, which are commonly called M. gypseum, Microsporum fulvum or Microsporum boullardii. The Sabouraud medium conventionally used for medical mycology makes almost no distinction among them. We found that the species could be easily distinguished by colonial and microscopic features when grown on Takashio medium. When strains are atypical, sexual reproduction remains the reference technique but, in most cases, Takashio medium makes it possible to avoid this long drawn-out procedure.